[Detection of rupture of fetal membranes using a commercially available fibronectin test kit].
In a clinical examination an attempt was made to confirm the aptitude of a commercially available immunoassay to detect amniotic fluid. Pure amniotic fluid gained by amniocentesis, not mixed with other secretions, was used. On examination using three different batches the sensitivity of this test amounted to 35/55 in all, or 64%. We came to the conclusion that the present test was not sufficiently reliable to prove or disprove the discharge of amniotic fluid. An explanation is needed especially regarding the role played by the forces which occur during contractions and the presence of cervical and vaginal secretions when fetal fibronectin is found to be present. The evidence of fetal fibronectin could possibly become more important as a predictor of imminent labour than as being proof of the admixture of amniotic fluid in cervical and vaginal secretions.